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Accessory Dwelling Units in Sacramento County
Quick Facts

What is an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)?
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What is the Differencé Between an ADU and an Accessory Structure?
An Accessory Structure is defined as:

Structure, Accessory

A structure that is accessory to a permitted primary residential use and is developed in a manner
that does not allow for sleeping (i.e., non-habitable) or include independent living facilities.
Examples include detached garages, workshops, sheds, gazebos, and pool houses. Does not include
Accessory Dwelling Units or Incidental Agricultural Accessory Structures.



Generally, ADUs are developed to allow either short or long term habitation, and Accessory Structures
are not. Other differences include:

T Accessory Dwellmg Umt |2 ;ccessory Structure
A|Iows sleeplng/habltatlon Does not allow sleeping/habitation
Full or partial kitchen allowed Partial kitchen allowed, no cooking facilities
Full or partial bathroom allowed Partial bathroom (two fixtures) allowed, except

for pool houses, which allow three fixtures.
Can have more than one room Only one room (plus bathroom) allowed
Minimum size of 150 s.f. No minimum size
Only allowed one ADU per lot No max numb; .,
Must have water and sanitary facilities Not reqwred:zave water or sanitary facility
Able to rent out short (VRBO) or long term Not allow&H #6 rent out short or long term
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Maximum Non-Habitable Square | 50% of the Habitable Square Footage ) N/A
Footage Attached to ADU of the ADU
Minimum Building Width N/A
Maximum Building Height and 20 feet , Single Story
Number of Stories
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General Setbacks Same setbacks as for primary dwellings.

Minimum Setback from Primary Detached Unit: 10 feet 10 feet
Byelling Attached Unit: N/A
Foundation All ADUs shall be constructed on a permanent foundation.

Additional Development Standards
a. The ADU is architecturally compatible with, and subordinate to, the primary dwelling in that:
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Can | Request a De i tfon from Development Standards?

For the most part, yes. Deviations can be requested through the Special Development Permit process.
This is an entitlement process that includes an environmental review and public hearings. More
information on the Special Development Permit process, fees, and application materials can be found at

www.per.saccounty.net,

Who Can | Contact with Questions?

Please email sacplan@saccounty.net, or leave a phone message at (916) 874-6221 with questions on
ADUs. A member of the Public Information Team will respond within two business days.






