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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
Date:  October 21, 2020 

To:  Board of Directors 

From:   Tom Hennig, General Manager 

Subject: Potential Reorganization/Renegotiation of the 1988 Agreement Related to the CIA Ditch 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HISTORY 
In January 1988, the Cosumnes Irrigation Association (CIA) and Rancho Murieta CSD (District) signed an 
agreement to share the management and costs for the CIA Ditch. This agreement is attached to this 
memorandum. This agreement governs the maintenance and use of the CIA Ditch. 
 
The CIA Ditch (Ditch) is 4.4 miles long, of which 2.5 miles is within the District jurisdiction. It begins at the 
Granlees Dam and runs along side the Cosumnes river until it reaches the Yellow Bridge. At the bridge, the Ditch 
turns North, it goes under then alongside the Jackson Highway to the large diversion box behind the soon to 
open Starbucks. At that point, the Ditch can divert a portion or all of the water into Laguna Joaquin or through 
a syphon under Murieta Drive to the basin behind the Fire Station. From that point, water in the Ditch travels 
to the Equestrian Center and then to the ranches to the West. The Ditch water is eventually used to irrigate 
various types of farmlands. During the rainy season the Ditch returns water to the Cosumnes River. 
 
Over the past thirty-two years, the maintenance of the Ditch has primarily been the responsibility of the District. 
The agreement is designed to control the use of the Ditch and to provide a mechanism for payment for the 
delivery of the water and the ongoing maintenance of the system. Included in the agreement is the option to 
reevaluate the agreement and cost allocation every five years. As of today, the reevaluation option has not been 
exercised. The Board has determined the need to evaluate the District’s fiscal and logistical position with this 
agreement. 
 
SUMMARY 
This discussion will establish a framework for moving forward with a potential change to the 1988 agreement. 
Once the CIA and District have developed a plan, we will return to the Improvements Committee with a 
recommended strategy. Proposed changes to the District’s relationship with the CIA Ditch will need to be 
finalized by March 2021, and will take effect on July 1, 2021. The Carol Anderson Ward Trust, and Carol Anderson 
Ward has indicated through her representative that the members look forward to developing a plan that works 
for RMCSD. 





















}JII)IESSETH: thai
t]iiE].iAs, the parties he:'eto or thelr prec€ceseors d1d under

date of Alr1l 30, 19j5, entey lnto an egreeinent relatlve to the
cosut'iEs {nRrcATrolJ ASSOcrAtro:{; and they now deslre to BuppleErentt' ,.--
the seaf agi'ec;:,:ot, ao:r theref ore, thc partles he=eto agree as f olLor,is:

1. In adCltlon to the prlvlleges conferred upon
the parlnerg under the sald agreeaent, each partner
Bhall have the pr1v11ege, upon payment to the Aosoclatlon
of a fea of $1O per acre, to lrrigate. an adrJltlonal
qr€a or areag, up to e Eaxlnua of 50 acres w1u1 the water
alLoted to hln under the sal.d agreement, provided that

.._jl"h euch partner aha11 pay assessnent to the Assoelatlon
On such addltlonal area or areas equal to the assessments

I -- :
paY.djy -the f"rtn.# under paragraph 3 of Artl.cle Iy of
€ald agreeuen t . ''i '

2. In further addltlon to or cIarlflcatlon of
the prlvlleges conferred upon the partners under the
rald agreenent, eny partner uay atore rater to thlch
he 1s entltled under the Bald agreement, for leter use.

3. Nothlng ln thls gupplelrental egreenent ehaLl

ln any uey lnerease the total quantlty of xater to
uhlch any portnar 1s entlt:r-eJ uncler the sald a1:reement,

TIIIS AGRr.Ej.tE:.tt exeeuted thls_jgltE day of Aprll, I!r!f by and
a:ong llAiY A' tl' l'lrr'Ls, ITART:iA A:lri srirJARD, tIAcriEIl B.\ogHERs, RotsEFT

c. cArrLE? and JoHri D. cRAi'rLEns, all of sacr.arceoto county, carlfornl::,:



or tbe lnterest of eny p."rtner 1n tha Assaclatlon, 1ts Propertles

anC br:slness .

In ULT:E-S,3 g}1!REOF T!{E pa:tles hcreto haYe eet thelr hands

And seal-o to flve ccunteu'part co.Dles of ttrls cupplenental agreeneot

the day and year ftrst a'bove wrltten. -/.lO'
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r'Iili AOI($U}l]'NT executed this 3oih day ut April, 1956,
l'v and a.iun j i'iAItY A. !{ . }irlls, MARTITA ANN SrEUA.RD, I{AG;JER BRorHERs,

ltoiiERT c. CAT'1]"ET, and JOHN D. ciAi'ILEEs, arl- of sacramento county,
Cai-11'orn1a,

iiITTJESSOT}I:

'JHrjitijAs, the partles hereto have been and ar.e conduct_

i.r)- i-,1:iirlc..,.j Lr.; i] 5e our,o.J. i,a-.u.reruir1,p i,r Jacrattic,.rto CountJ, Ca11-

fornia, un<ier tire name oi cosumnes rrrldatlon Association pursu-
arrt to oral- aod wrltten a.:z'eernents of varlous types entered lnto
at various ti.tnes, some of which have bcen Lost or superseded, and

Wii.E1i.dAS, the partles desire to contl,nue the buslness and

Lo rederlue Lhe Lerms o1' tireir assocralio. arld Lo commlt thelr
agreerneo'u tri wrlti.ng ln deJinlulve form, rlow, therefor.e, lntend-
ing Lo be leJ;ai1y bound hereby the partles herelo hereby agree

to conlloue ihe arforementloned partner$hlp under the ral,rs of the
State of Calilornla, under the foIIowln6 terr,la and condltlons:

AITTIULL] ]
NAIYId AIVD PLACii O1.' dUSINHSS

1. ttre name of the par"tnersirlp stral1 be COSlJl,,li.JES IRRI_
GATIOi'i ASSOCIATIUij, herelrra{'ter catleci Llre Associat,lon.

2. .lire pr.lncipa.L place of buslness of the Assoclatlon
chaIl be at the resldence of JoHi,I D. cFrAi{LEEs r.n the communlty of
Brld jehuuse irr the county of liacramen!o, State of C.Llfornla, and

aL such other iocalitles wlthln .r wlthout the state of callfornta
as nral, be fj.xcd by a6reerient of the parl;ners.
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A,{TICLr] II

i,U.tPOS!:S 0F TIiti IIUijI i'lrill

]. il]c ,\ssocia'-ion sirall en,;ai.:e ln the busiuess of

operating, nainLalnln6, repairing, coostruc+-lnr; and reconstruct-

1ng a rJam aud dj.tch system to divert water I'r'om the Cosumnes

Rivel at abuut 'r.ire presetrt luciri,ion ol Granlce5 Dam or at such

o'ri1er l-ocaiion as the Associal.ion maJ, bl/ alreemeni: of the part-

rlu l; , :j(j' -.: , i.:i(l d.i-c l;::.bll1;: :':ch :'l'tc:' 'c the :l ?nd:" 'f the men-

bei's of ti)e' AssocleltIon as sr.lcil lands are more pal'ticularly shown

l,ritilin rc colir] linc on tite "i.iap of cosumnes ,{al.e:' Dl-strlctrr at-

Lached to tl:13 a;-r'eerne(!i aild m:rde a lJai't, hereof as E\hibit rrA i

and to endai;e irl such relateo ilc'-iv1tles as na)' be selected by

agleement of tlte piirtners.

2. Itr order to accolitpllsil '"ile t'ore6o1n6 purposes, the

Associatlun ma:)' acquire and <Jisp<.rse c.r f real and personaf property'

antl borrow al)d Lend moncy; ma} execute noLes, bonds, and other

oblltj,rtlons f ol' money borrowed, properl,,'r' purchased, o!' otherwlse

acquS.red, atld secur'e ttrc pi:;rnrettt, of princlpal and interest thereon

by mortgal';e, p1ed6e, hypoihecai:ioo, <Jeed of i'rus!, or otherv'ise,

of any or a]} pi'ope!'LJ' acqui:"ed or wirio?i ma; be ilcqulr:()d by the

Associatiott.
ArtTICLli III

CliPtTiL CONTiiIBUTIOilS, ACCOUiITS Ai'ID WITIIDnAWALS

1. The cap.tta] ol ttle Assoclatlon sha1l conslst of

Lhose apprupriatlve and prescrlptlve water r'llihls vthlch have been

acqulred by Lhe Assoclation, as parL:1a11y evlrie:rced by llcense



oo. 2629 lssued to the Assoclatl.n by the state Englneer of call-
fornla; Granlees Dam and the dltch system therefrom, wlth appur-
tenant works, extendlng to the lands of the partners. The per_
centage of such capltal contrlbuted by each of the partners, per_
sonally and through thelr predecessors 1n lnterest, 1s hereby
flxed and deflned as follows:

MlI]s 50.44%

Steward .21%

Wagner Brothers l-O.TZfr

Cattlet t9.tTfr
Oranlees 20.4696

which contrlbutlons shal1 hereafter flx, for all purposes of
thls agreenent, the lnterest of the partnens 1n the Assoclatl.on,
1ts propertles and buslness -

ARTICLE IV

Ii{ANAGEMENT

1. In all matters 1nvo1v1ng the Assoclatlon, lnc1ud1ng
the lncurrlng of extraordlnary expense or lndebtedness, expanslon
of buslness, enterlng new buslness, or wlthdrawal of capltal, the
agreement of the partoers sha11 be necessary.

2. As used 1n thls agreement, the terrn tragreement of
the partners" means the agreement of those partners holdlng at
least 75fi of the lnterest 1n the Assoclatlon, as set out 1n
Artlcle IfI hereof.

3. The Assoclatlon shaLl, by agreenent of the partners,
levy assessnents on the partners for ths cost of operatlon,
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rnaln:enance, i,cpair, cons[r.uc Liun alld reconstructir.rrr Ot' ,;he sald
danl and dltcir s;'5'-qn aDd t'<.r;' all orher cust3 and cilar"ier which ue
Associai.lon shitl-l 1ncur, propor.tiunate i.o t,he lnLerest of the
partners.

4. Uater dl!,erted by Lhe dam and dlicir sJstetn shalI be

dlstrlbuted Lo Lire lands of trle partllerc 1n thuse .clative quan-

tL i,iec i{i11ch are proporLl,onate to Lhe inLeres; of re partners.
,-. 'l{_, '..j3-e: r:hal.i- be C1,,e-.:C anC CLr"r.ih,ttcC b:,, the

Associai,lon tu landS tlhlch have no: hcret,ofore been cleerned en-
i.ll,1cd to watei, lrll_iroui, ,,.ile a:jr.eenenL ot' the partllers if 1t ls
neecled bi.- 411;, l-and lteretofore deenred en1.1{,.Ied to water, unless
the parlner dcslrind to irrL.la,.,e such other l"ands wi ihin the area

shorvn wlthln Lirc solld ]lne on lxhltr11, "A" shal,L pay to the Asso_

ciation ar] arirount !'epresentlnlj r-he pIo rat-a cos b o.f re origlnal
construc';1orr, as fLxed by the partne:r's; provided, however, that
the respecilve lni.ereuts of the partncrc in the Irssoclatlon, 1ts
capltal and busl.ess scl out ln Artlcle ILI irereof shall not, be

chau.;ed b;,sucir pairnen 1,.

A.TI'ICLE V

LA.(Ti'ld,;(i t I,0,,,.uri., A..ilJ Lii.lI.l'i IIU,,iS

1. Cirecl.:s shal1 be drarJn o.t lissoci-ation bilni,: account
for F,ssociatioir purposes or.lIy aird ma). bc si;jnecl by aul- two part_
ners dcsl5naLed I't:om tirne to tirrre by Lhe Assocj.atlon.

2. ilo lrartner may wiur<.rut ,hc a,.jreeneni, of. ,uhe partners :

(a) llorrow ntone, 10 ttle name ol the Assocla:lon for
Assr.rc j.ai-lon purp,Jses or utillze colj.ateral orvned b;.. the



Assoclatlon as securlty for such loans;
(b) Asslgn, transfer, pledge, compromise or release

any of the cIalms of or debts due the Assoclatton except

upon payment 1n fu11, or arbltrate or consent to the arbL-

tratlon of any of the dlsputes or controversles of the

Assoclatlon;

(c) Make, execute or dellver any asslgnment fon the

beneflt of credltors or any bond, confesslon of Judgment,

chattel mortgage, deed, guarantee, lndemnlty bond, surety

bond, or contract to se11 or contract of sale of aII or gub-

stantlall-y all of the property of. the Assoclatlon;
(d) Lease or nortgage any Assoclatlon reaL estate or

any lnterest thereln or enter lnto any contract for such

purposes;

(.) Become a surety, guarantor, or acconmodatlon

party to any obllgatlon.
ARTICLE VI

TRANSFER OF INTEREST

1. No partner shaU pledge or hypothecate or 1n any

manner transfer hls lnterest ln the Assoclatlon, 1ts capltal or
buslness, except to the other partles to thls agreement, wlthout
prlor notlce to the other partners; and the contents of thls
agreement shal1 be ful.ly dlsclosed to any such transferee.

ARTICLE vII
MISCE,LANEOUS

1. The Assoclatlon shal1 malntaln a bank account or
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'uatrl:

r)il-.' :.

a.l.(1CJl.i,ll.:,; i

lle :'l;.

I aiuch i.rarrli ...rr banj,.s ;ls liraJ, bc a.,,,ccrj rrl)on bJr the

I

,;-i t\ l) JLLj.,lJ.:.

2. Al-I rloiicci r;r"..,,iricci 1o... ,.t:tcle-, this ar;i,eeri1eni. ShaIl
be in ',.1'j i,i.l ; anr.l ijliall- be suiiicierrL :i. :rjnt J:.. rc-jlsLct ed rna11

t.,: i hrt Ilcl .r)J:!. iicidi,e:lt or.' Llre par,.t_l i_ r_,) r..,ritunr 3uci-r 30,a,icc 1s Lo

oe -;1'.,en.

3. l. 1,.r[)et, a,tci -oi;li.rlu. j l,JU.:i: oi. i]CCCU(tL sltalI be kept
ai, all Lir.te:.; ,_:.,rri illail uc oper) 1_o i,gpuc _ ion L;. altu. or. -r.he partners
O, b;' ir.i:l :^cc :rLi. i,,-,d , U,i.,!:;u,t ,1. :--'_,. u a art:.- i i:,le d.rl",Litr- reaSonabLe
i.rr,i; lrre;:: i:l-,',.,.: .

r'ire 1;ar;i.:s irc ,cr t_r co...,t)r)iilti, and a:;:ec thal: i,hey vI11L
e:(ecL:',c ;,r. - ; ',iie ' ii-rs,,-,ul,icDt,J and t_iraL ;lre.- ...r.i. L l pe:.lc_,:m.an1, aCtS
wiij.ch aI'e (ir' lrrA-.' beournc neceJSai,.' Lu cilcc .Ltat,e and ,,-o Carfy On th e
p3:':,;rl(J j.'sirip u ,uii'.ed b;' t,lilo i.i ji,e!:: cnr-.

r-.i ;r.11'.l.rjJj iill-,.:l.ilOif 1-Lc par.Lj-c5 llcncLc) lrave set thelr
llat)ci3 aud 3uir.is '. r: li're cour'li j.r.par-. copies ol 1:hls a j.eenent the
tJ&,: ,-11'1.i '.;aa:' '\'l:'jL, abor'a l,t i,.l.en.
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